The missing
Chevrolet
Moonlight Speedsters

CHEVROLET

Where are they now?



Chevrolet Moonlight Speedsters were only ever built at
the Woodville plant in South Australia by General Motors
Holden in 1931 and 1932 and sold exclusively by them in
the Australian market.

These three photos are of the only known Chevrolet
Moonlight Speedster in existence a 1932 model.
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FIRST PUBLIC VIEWING OF NEW “QUALITY" CHEVROLET CARS—ﬁ'ceue ‘at the Exhibition Building today,
when the new line 9! Chevrolet cars was throun open to public inspection. Large crowds surrounded the various
models and closely exa

min.e'd. the many imprqvements. A feature of the display was an exhibit of Australian-made
materials which are ‘used in the consiruction of _Chevroleq.‘:ars. 7 o

% -

The release of the new 1931 model Chevrolets at the Adelaide Exhibition Building, two tone
‘Moonlight Blue’ Speedster bottom right with silver wheels and brown leather upholstery.



Australian HOMES & GARDENS, July 1, 1931.

45

“MOONLIGHT—SPEED—A CAR—AND YOU”

EVE DECIDES WHAT THE NEW CAR SHALL WEAR

Most car salesmen will admit, stictly in private, of course, that the
sale of a car is finally clinched when che approval of the lady in the case
is secured. Eve must still be satisfied. Designers, therefore, strive to
dress their mechanically perfect car in an artistically perfect dress. The
colour scheme must be right—the accessories must have a feminine appeal
and there must be an opportunity to express one’s characteristic tastes in the
car one buys, and so we see a more pleasing array in the style and colouring

type ventilator cowls to cool the under-the-dash
position, and the park lamps are cabin lights set
in the front mudguards. The dickey seat is a
comfortable arrangement and is shown open in
the illustration, ready for use if a chaperon ac-
companies or should an unexpected third party
turn up.  Another eventuality is provided for by

of the new cars. two spare wheels, one mounted on either front
This is all to the good, for although we admit the foolishness of over- mudguard, whilst the radiator honeycomb is pro-
looking the under-the-bonnet virtues of a car when appreciating its pleasing
appearance, we should also admit that in meeting the desires of car owners,
designers have vastly improved the aesthetic value of their work during
the past decade. Recent exhibits of “post-depression” cars reveal a buoyant
and progressive character that will help us to forget the pericd through which
we sincerely hope we have passed.  We illustrate a racy six-cylinder car
exhibited at the Chevrolet show held in Adelaide last month. It is known
as the “Moonlight Speedster,” taking its names from its colouring as weli
as from its graceful lines. If one imagines the hull of a vacht inverred,
with its stern over the radiator and its bows over the differential, one may
visualise the lines of this joy bus.”

Carrying the nautical rouch a litcle fur-

ther, the designers have used marine

tected by a chromium-
plated grifl. The siren
is fieted out in front of
the radiator—quite an English touch. which is appreciated nearly
as much as the two cubby holes in the dash. Those of us above
the average in heighe will applaud the cut of the door openings
which, as one of the smaller photographs show. allows con-
siderably freer action than the square cut door. The three spoke
driving wheel is just another little help which motor science has
uncarther to assist the cnjoyment of mortoring. All these and
other improvements are being made by car designers, urged on by
the ever-growing list of lady owner-drivers.
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BRILLIANT DISPLAY of
NEW MODEL CARS.

1932 Model
CHEVROLET
Makes Its Debut.

Chevrolet’'s new car fo

Dis

ulors:

City Motors
Ltd.

95 Waymouth Street.

The Display of 1932 Model Chevrolets, Exhibition Building, Adelaide, 15th March

The release of the new 1932 model Chevrolets at the

Adelaide Exhibition Building, Moonlight Speedster centre,

most likely Black with Red wheels and red leather
upholstery.

July 1, 1931, advertising in the Australian Homes & Gardens Magazine.
Most likely the same car that was used at the 1931 release at the

Exhibition Building in Adelaide.




The Chevrolet Moonlight
Speedsters that got away!

The photos on the following pages are ones that have been collected over a
number of years, and this is the first time they have been displayed

together and none of these cars are known to exist.



WA

m;umu “'ﬂ

Ron Dan (left), of Brisbane, Colin Wade and Darryl and Angela Stark, of Ipswich, look over Mr Wade’s

photo album, with the Starks’ 1932 Moonlight Speedster on a truck behind them.

A BRIEF visit to  Thelist price wos 365 pounds Apparently it ended up in WA vivor of that make and the
but the *‘virtually new’* carhad and was later broken up. rarest Chevrolet in the world.
Naracqone by a rare 2000 miles on the clock and Mr 1 z 7
Moonlight Speedster 1ast  Wwade thinks he wasn’t charged . Mr and Mrs Stark bought U cruises at 70-80km/h and
week rekindled memories any sales commission. their 1932 model in Sydney, ‘hey driveit in rallies.
where it had been lying upside Mr Stark said Mr Wade was

for 'sponm.g car en- Because he went to war in down in a wood yard. “the only person I've come
thusiast Colin Wade. 1940, Mr Wade sold hiscarto  They spent 10 years restoring  across who ever owned a new

Darryl and Angela Stark, of a friend, who later resold it. it and believe it’s the only sur- one’".

Ipswich, called in to show him
their 1932 Chevrolet sports car,
on the back of a truck, en route
to take part in the Bay to Bird-
wood rally or Sunday.

Last year Mr Wade had read
an Advertiser story about the
Starks’ car, said to be worth
more than $100,000, 2nd wrote gony.
to them about one of the earli- # &

had bought in 1931.

Only five 1931 models were
made at GMH's Woodville
plant. Mr Wade’s cousin was - #
foreman of the group building * e ¥ 4
the car.

Mr Wade bought it for 225
pounds from his cousin’s ¢
father, who owned Waymouth S
Motors. It had been in the .
showroom for only a few days
and *‘I was taken with it’".

A jaunty Colin Wade with his 1931 Moonlight Speedster in the 1930s.

Colin Wade’s 1931 Chevrolet Moonlight Speedster.

The top photo in this article from The Naracoorte
Herald is of the existing 1932 Speedster on its way to
The Bay to Birdwood in 1994 when Darryl Stark
owned the car. Left to right Ron Daw, Colin Wade,
Darryl Stark and Angela Stark.

Colin Wade is standing next to his car in the bottom
photo, he bought this “Glamour Red” 1931 Chevrolet
Moonlight Speedster new in 1933. There were one of
these Speedsters displayed in each of the 5 major
capital cities for the 1931 Chevrolet release in early
June; this car went to Perth but didn’t sell and was
returned to Adelaide where Colin eventually bought it
brand new in 1933.

He sold it to a friend in 1940 when he joined the army
and served throughout the war.

The second owner told him the car ended its days in
Perth where it was broken up.



More photos of Colin Wade’s
1931 Moonlight Speedster.




Dale Fisher’s 1931 Chevrolet Moonlight Speedster.

This 1931 Moonlight Speedster was owned by Dale Fisher, who did his apprenticeship as a panel
beater at the N.R.M.A. in Sydney, he later became well known for modifying early Holdens.
He repainted it red over the original “Moonlight Blue” and hand painted the whitewalls along with

the steering wheel and gear knob in 1957 and drove it for a few years until he sold it in the early
1960s.

He has no idea what happened to it, but | suspect that it was the

. red 1931 Moonlight seen on the Sydney dock in 1964 that has
Bl never resurfaced.

Dale standing next to his car in the bottom left photo, his uncle
is in the top right photo.



More of Dale’s photos.




ABOVE: This beautiful 1932 Chevrolet speedster is owned by Chev. Club

secretary, Ron McCann of Gladesville, N.S.W. Ron on various occasions

has run across leads that he has followed in the hope of locating parts
or even a whole car.

ABOVE: The old original photo above is that of a 1932 Chev.
speedster, being the identical body shape to Ron McCann’s photo-
graphed at top of page. This print was found with a heap of family
photos in a rubbish dump. Written on the back was the inscription
“Hotel Orange 14-6-36”. Possibly the owner was passing through
Orange at the time or could have lived there. Three distinctive dif-
ferences between the two cars are as follows, the engine hood size
panels are quite different, the bumpers are not identical and the
head lamps don’t match. There were 99 of these speedsters manu-
factured and to date Ron’s is the only one still in one piece. Show
this article to some senior members of your family who just may
recognize the print.

Another 1931 Moonlight Speedster owned by a

G Plummer a professional photographer in Orange
N.S.W.

The existing Moonlight Speedster is in the top photo
when Ron McCann owned it in the mid-sixties and
below a 1931 Chevrolet Moonlight Speedster in Orange
N.S.W. Published in ‘Custom Rodder’ magazine in May
1974, the photo had “Hotel Orange 14-6-36” written on

the back, it was found in a pile of photos at a rubbish
dump.



The 1938 Winton Hotel fire in Queensland, Chevrolet Moonlight Speedster on left,
most likely a “Moonlight Blue” 1931 model.



Bob Halverson’s 1932 Chevrolet Moonlight Speedster.

Bob Halverson owned this 1932 Chevrolet Moonlight Speedster in partnership with two other
apprentices at the Cunnamulla Queensland General Motors Dealer, they bought it from another
senior apprentice.

They used to use it for spotlighting, and it broke down 7
in a paddock and when they came back it had been ’
moved by other locals who managed to get it
running, they did more damage, and it was no longer
mobile and eventually a scrap merchant came
through the area and stripped the aluminium body
fromitin the early 1960s, Bob has been back and
checked but there are no longer any remains on the

property.




Bill Spraggon’s photos taken on a Sydney Streetin 1962.

Bill Spraggon took these photos on a Sydney Street in 1962 and went back a couple of weeks later to
try and buy the Speedster but was told that it had been scrapped and they gave him the horn from it.

Ron McCann managed to buy the front and rear windscreen frames from the wrecker who scrapped
it, along with the unique dash panel and the cowl vents which have been handed on to all the
successive owners of our Speedster and we now have them in our possession.

The windscreen frame from this car was used on our Speedster when Darryl first restored it.






1932 Moonlight Speedster.

Black Chevrolet Moonlight Speedster with an unknown owner in Ingham Queensland 1939 - later
Patty Kearne’s car.
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1932 Chevrolet Moonlight Speedster when owned by
refrigeration mechanic Patty Kearne, he is on the right,
at the wheel in Townsville Queensland in 1948.

Keith McCullough below at the wheel of Patty Kearne’s
car a little worse for wear in 1951, he gave these
photos to Darryl Stark after seeing Darryl with his
Speedster at a car show in Brisbane some 30 years
later.

This car was later sold to someone in Home
Hill. It was unfortunately cut down to a Ute
which was later seen outside a Blacksmith’s
Shop at Home Hill.

That was the last time the car was seen and
what happened to it is anyone’s guess.




Max and Dorothy Longhurst’s 1932 Chevrolet Moonlight Speedster.

Owned by Max & Dorothy Longhurst. Photo was taken in 1945 at Portland, Victoria near the beach.
Max in driver’s seat, Dorothy left and her friend, a fashion designer, right. They were just married; he
probably used the car to help attract her.

Max bought the car from an accountant at Balaclava, Melbourne in the early 1940’s. They sold the
car in approximately 1947. Max saw his old car again for sale in a showroom at Geelongin 1961 and
he wanted to buy it back, but by the time they thought it over, the car was sold and had gone to
Sydney. Could this be the one in Bill Spraggon’s photos?

Max and Dorothy moved to Brisbane many years ago and were early members of the Veteran Car
Club Qld.



1932 Chevrolet Moonlight Speedster.

Unknown owner from St George, Queensland.

Probably the last one to be cut up around the mid-

seventies.

, Slightly modified with what appears to be a 1933 radiator
% surround and sealed beam headlights.

It begs the question where are these Speedsters now? There is only one known 1932
Chevrolet Moonlight Speedster and no known 1931 models.

People have been searching for well over 50 years and all possible leads have been
exhausted and not one other genuine car has been found to this date.

Finding a 1931 Moonlight Speedster now would be the Holy Grail for a car collector.
If anyone has any additional information contact Michael
michael_ferguson1@bigpond.com



mailto:michael_ferguson1@bigpond.com

