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Where are they now? 



Chevrolet Moonlight Speedsters were only ever built at  
the Woodville plant in South Australia by General Motors 
Holden in 1931 and 1932 and sold exclusively by them in 
the Australian market. 
 

These three photos are of the only known Chevrolet 
Moonlight Speedster in existence a 1932 model.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The release of the new 1931 model Chevrolets at the Adelaide Exhibition Building, two tone 
‘Moonlight Blue’ Speedster bottom right with silver wheels and brown leather upholstery. 



 

The release of the new 1932 model Chevrolets at the             
Adelaide Exhibition Building, Moonlight Speedster centre,          

most likely Black with Red wheels and red leather 
upholstery. 

 
 
  

July 1, 1931, advertising in the Australian Homes & Gardens Magazine.  
Most likely the same car that was used at the 1931 release at the  
Exhibition Building in Adelaide. 



 

 
The Chevrolet Moonlight 

Speedsters  that got away!   
 
 
 
 

The photos on the following pages are ones that have been collected over a 

number of years, and this is the first time they have been displayed 

together and none of these cars are known to exist. 

 
 
 



    Colin Wade’s 1931 Chevrolet Moonlight Speedster. 
 
 

The top photo in this article from The Naracoorte 
Herald is of the existing 1932 Speedster on its way to 
The Bay to Birdwood in 1994 when Darryl Stark 
owned the car. Left to right Ron Daw, Colin Wade, 
Darryl Stark and Angela Stark. 
 
 
 

Colin Wade is standing next to his car in the bottom 
photo, he bought this “Glamour Red” 1931 Chevrolet 
Moonlight Speedster new in 1933. There were one of 
these Speedsters displayed in each of the 5 major 
capital cities for the 1931 Chevrolet release in early 
June; this car went to Perth but didn’t sell and was 
returned to Adelaide where Colin eventually bought it 
brand new in 1933. 
He sold it to a friend in 1940 when he joined the army 
and served throughout the war. 
The second owner told him the car ended its days in  
Perth where it was broken up. 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

More photos of Colin Wade’s  
  1931 Moonlight Speedster. 
 

  
  



Dale Fisher’s 1931 Chevrolet Moonlight Speedster. 

 

This 1931 Moonlight Speedster was owned by Dale Fisher, who did his apprenticeship as a panel 
beater at the N.R.M.A. in Sydney, he later became well known for modifying early Holdens. 
He repainted it red over the original “Moonlight Blue” and hand painted the whitewalls along with 
the steering wheel and gear knob in 1957 and drove it for a few years until he sold it in the early 
1960s. 

He has no idea what happened to it, but I suspect that it was the 
red 1931 Moonlight seen on the Sydney dock in 1964 that has 
never resurfaced.  
 
 
Dale standing next to his car in the bottom left photo, his uncle  
is in the top right photo. 

 
 



 
 
 
 

More of Dale’s photos.  



 
 
Another 1931 Moonlight Speedster owned by a  
G Plummer a professional photographer in Orange 
N.S.W.                                                                                                                     
 
The existing Moonlight Speedster is in the top photo 
when Ron McCann owned it in the mid-sixties and 
below a 1931 Chevrolet Moonlight Speedster in Orange 
N.S.W. Published in ‘Custom Rodder’ magazine in May 
1974, the photo had “Hotel Orange 14-6-36” written on 
the back, it was found in a pile of photos at a rubbish 
dump.                                                                                                          
 
        



                                                                                                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The 1938 Winton Hotel fire in Queensland, Chevrolet Moonlight Speedster on left,                                         

most likely a “Moonlight Blue” 1931 model. 

 

 



Bob Halverson’s 1932 Chevrolet Moonlight Speedster. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bob Halverson owned this 1932 Chevrolet Moonlight Speedster in partnership with two other 
apprentices at the Cunnamulla Queensland General Motors Dealer, they bought it from another 
senior apprentice.  
They used to use it for spotlighting, and it broke down 
in a paddock and when they came back it had been 
moved by other locals who managed to get it 
running, they did more damage, and it was no longer 
mobile and eventually a scrap merchant came 
through the area and stripped the aluminium body 
from it in the early 1960s, Bob has been back and 
checked but there are no longer any remains on the 
property. 
 
  



Bill Spraggon’s photos taken on a Sydney Street in 1962. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Bill Spraggon took these photos on a Sydney Street in 1962 and went back a couple of weeks later to 
try and buy the Speedster but was told that it had been scrapped and they gave him the horn from it. 
 
Ron McCann managed to buy the front and rear windscreen frames from the wrecker who scrapped 
it, along with the unique dash panel and the cowl vents which have been handed on to all the 
successive owners of our Speedster and we now have them in our possession. 
The windscreen frame from this car was used on our Speedster when Darryl first restored it. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
              More of Bill Spraggon’s photos.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



1932 Moonlight Speedster. 
 
Black Chevrolet Moonlight Speedster with an unknown owner in Ingham Queensland 1939 – later 
Patty Kearne’s car. 

  



 
1932 Chevrolet Moonlight Speedster when owned by  
refrigeration mechanic Patty Kearne, he is on the right, 
at the wheel in Townsville Queensland in 1948. 
 
Keith McCullough below at the wheel of Patty Kearne’s 
car a little worse for wear in 1951, he gave these 
photos to Darryl Stark after seeing Darryl with his 
Speedster at a car show in Brisbane some 30 years 
later. 
 

                                                                                                                                    
 
This car was later sold to someone in Home 
Hill.  It was unfortunately cut down to a Ute 
which was later seen outside a Blacksmith’s 
Shop at Home Hill. 
That was the last time the car was seen and 
what happened to it is anyone’s guess. 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
 

 
 
 



Max and Dorothy Longhurst’s 1932 Chevrolet Moonlight Speedster. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Owned by Max & Dorothy Longhurst. Photo was taken in 1945 at Portland, Victoria near the beach. 
Max in driver’s seat, Dorothy left and her friend, a fashion designer, right. They were just married; he 
probably used the car to help attract her. 
Max bought the car from an accountant at Balaclava, Melbourne in the early 1940’s. They sold the 
car in approximately 1947. Max saw his old car again for sale in a showroom at Geelong in 1961 and 
he wanted to buy it back, but by the time they thought it over, the car was sold and had gone to 
Sydney. Could this be the one in Bill Spraggon’s photos? 
 
Max and Dorothy moved to Brisbane many years ago and were early members of the Veteran Car 
Club Qld. 



1932 Chevrolet Moonlight Speedster. 
 
 
 
 
 
Unknown owner from St George, Queensland. 
Probably the last one to be cut up around the mid-
seventies. 
Slightly modified with what appears to be a 1933 radiator 
surround and sealed beam headlights. 
 
 
 
 

 
It begs the question where are these Speedsters now? There is only one known 1932 
Chevrolet Moonlight Speedster and no known 1931 models. 
People have been searching for well over 50 years and all possible leads have been 
exhausted and not one other genuine car has been found to this date. 
Finding a 1931 Moonlight Speedster now would be the Holy Grail for a car collector. 
If anyone has any additional information contact Michael  
michael_ferguson1@bigpond.com   

mailto:michael_ferguson1@bigpond.com

